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a 9-week devotional through

the fruit of the spirit
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“But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness,
gentleness and
self-control.”

Galatians 5:22–23 
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WEEK 1
love

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not eas-
ily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.”
1 Corinthians 13:4–7

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23

devotional
The heart and nature of God is love but not just any love… agape love. Agape love 
is selfless and unconditional. This is the type of love that God pours out on you. 
It is also a fruit of the spirit, meaning love is something we get to inhabit when 
the Holy Spirit dwells within us and we abide in the Lord. We are to be set apart, 
pointing others to the love of God. The Holy Spirit enables us to love those who 
are hard to love and to prioritize others above ourselves.

reflection question
Who do I need to love more intentionally this week, even if it costs
me something?



“You, my brothers and
sisters, were called to 
be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge 
the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in 

love. For the entire law 
is fulfilled in keeping 

this one command: “Love 
your neighbor
as yourself.”
Galatians 5:13-14 
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WEEK 2
joy

“May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”
romans 15:13

devotional
It’s interesting that hope is not a fruit of the spirit, but joy and peace are. You see 
hope is the precursor for fruit. Why? Because hope isn’t just wishing… hope has a 
name and His name is Jesus. Hope is the confident expectation that God IS going 
to do great things. Joy, then, goes beyond happiness. It is a deep, abiding sense of 
delight rooted in God’s presence, regardless of our circumstances. The Holy Spirit 
produces joy when we focus on the hope of God with us and the fact that
He never loses a battle.

reflection question
Joy is based on the goodness of and hope of God. What about God gives you a 
fresh joy that you can take a hold of today?

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“If you bite and devour 
each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by 
each other. So I say, walk 

by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the
desires of the flesh.”

Galatians 5:15-16 
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WEEK 3
peace

“Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:6–7

devotional
Peace from the Spirit is not the absence of trouble, but calm and assurance in the 
midst of it. In fact, Scripture says that God offers us peace beyond understand-
ing. The peace that God wants to offer you is one that can come before you have 
answers, in the midst of receiving bad news and in the most unexpected circum-
stances. What does that do for you? Allows you to live surefooted in a broken 
world. As we surrender our fears to God, the Holy Spirit gives us a peace that the 
world cannot understand or replicate. And we are to live and love others out of 
that peace.

reflection question
Peace comes when you humble yourself enough to pray to the Lord with thanks-
giving about what’s going on in your life. Gratitude paves the way for peace. What 
anxiety or burden can I shift my focus from and choose gratitude toward God 
instead? Take time to thank God for who He is and what He’s done. 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“For the flesh desires 
what is contrary to the 

Spirit, and the
Spirit what is contrary 
to the flesh. They are 
in conflict with each 
other, so that you are 

not to do whatever you 
want. 18 But if you are 

led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the law.”

Galatians 5:17-18 



WEEK 4
patience

“Be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love.”
Ephesians 4:2

devotional
Patience is the ability to endure hardship, delay, or frustration without complaint. 
How do you think our culture is doing at that these days? Where anger is rampant, 
we can see God’s wisdom in offering us patience when we abide in Him. Spiritual 
patience isn’t about enduring when it is easy, it’s having the trust and grace to wait 
on the Lord. The wonderful thing about the fruit of the spirit, is that each of these 
attributes are considered one whole fruit not individual fruits. So when we walk in 
patience, we can do so with kindness and peace as opposed to anger and anxiety. 
The Lord is with you, wherever you go.

reflection question
Where am I struggling to be patient—with others, myself, or with God?
How can I surrender and trust God in order to walk in patience?
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“The acts of the flesh are

obvious: sexual immorality,

impurity and debaucery; idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 

jealousy, fits of rage,

selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions and envy;

drunkenness, orgies, and the 

like. I warn you, as I did before, 

that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom

of God.”

Galatians 5:19-21 



WEEK 5
kindness

“Clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness
and patience.”
colossians 3:12

devotional
Kindness is a fruit placed in the middle of patience and goodness. It’s difficult to 
be patient without kindness. It’s also difficult to receive God’s patient timing with-
out also knowing that He is kind, not cruel. The fruit of the spirit is ultimately not 
about us, it is meant to show us the character of God. If God is truly kind in all of 
His ways toward you, then how can you in turn soften your heart? In patience, the 
Holy Spirit prompts us to notice others and to serve them humbly.

reflection question
Is it possible God has been kind to me in every circumstance? Ask God to reveal 
how He has been present and kind toward you, even in the difficult
circumstances.
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 
gentleness and 

self-control. Against 
such things there

is no law.”
Galatians 5:22-23 



WEEK 6
goodness

“Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.”
romans 12:21

devotional
Goodness is not truly good if only done when the circumstances are easy. It’s not 
just about avoiding wrong, but actively seeking to bless others and honor God 
through our choices and behavior. We often think we are “good people” but the 
truth is, the only one who was truly good was Jesus. And in His goodness, He still 
endured difficulty and gave of His life for your salvation. Jesus is the ultimate
example of goodness, and we ought to lay down our pride in order to receive
His grace.

reflection question
It is often hard to overcome evil because instead of inhabiting goodness, we sit 
in our pride thinking we are a “victim.” You aren’t a victim, you are the beloved of 
God. If that is true, how can you walk in goodness?
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have

crucified the flesh
with its passions

and desires.”
Galatians 5:24



WEEK 7
faithfulness

“Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for 
his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.”
lamentations 3:22-23

devotional
We live in a culture where people often do not keep their commitments. If some-
thing no longer feels good, we’re out. We decide when we want to be faithful or 
not. But a life of faith is realizing that even when it didn’t make sense, God was 
faithful to you. And therefore, if God IS faithful, then you can be faithful to Him. 
Faithfulness means being reliable, trustworthy, and loyal. God is perfectly faithful, 
and always has been. God is after our hearts, not just our obedience.

reflection question
Am I someone that others, and God, can count on, even when it’s inconvenient?
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in 

step with the Spirit.”
Galatians 5:25



WEEK 8
gentleness

“A gentle answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger.”
proverbs 15:1

devotional
Gentleness is strength under control. It reflects humility and care in how we treat 
others. God is not just a God of truth, but also gentle grace. The Holy Spirit
softens our approach so that we can share and be examples of the Truth of God 
with grace and compassion. Scripture says it is the kindness of God that leads us 
to repentance. God is kind and gentle, He is a gentleman. And yet He is also
worthy of your praise.

reflection question
How can I respond with gentleness instead of reacting with force or frustration 
toward God and those close to me today?
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23



“Let us not become 
conceited, provoking 

and envying each
other.”

Galatians 5:26



WEEK 9
self-control

“For God has not given us 
a spirit of fear and
timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline.”
2 timothy 1:7

devotional
Self-control is the Spirit’s power enabling us to be disciplined toward what mat-
ters most. We are not left to our own devices when needing to say “no” to sin and 
“yes” to God’s will. It’s not willpower, but Holy Spirit empowered discipline that 
helps us make godly choices in every area of life. How kind of God to offer you
self-discipline so that you can stay connected to Him, instead of living crippled
by fear?

reflection question
In what area of my life do I most need to invite the Holy Spirit to help me practice 
self-control? How can I surrender my own will in order to pick up the strength
of God?
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”
galatians 5:22-23


